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Overview 
The value of learning remotely is that learning can and should occur based on a 

family’s need and during times that are most convenient for them. Our goal is to keep 
students engaged in continuous learning throughout the day. When considering a 
schedule that works for your family, keep in mind that the time spent on learning matters 
more than the time of day in which that learning occurs.  

               The suggested daily minutes per subject in the chart below can be used to help 
guide families in determining a schedule that will best suit their needs that reflects 
approximately 3 hours of learning time. A daily schedule can be created by families with 
the assumption that if a student is engaged in a particular task that takes longer than 
the given time on a daily schedule, flexibility is reasonable so long as by the end of the 
week there is evidence that students have put forth their best effort to meet the weekly 
requirements. 

Subject Time Consideration and Resources 
Social Emotional Learning 10 minutes per day 

Choose from activities for the classroom 
resources provide. 

English Language Arts  
(Reading and Writing) 

60 minutes per day 
Complete one i-Ready lesson every 1-2 

days, additional time can be spent doing 
independent reading of a book and journal 

writing (see prompt ideas attached). 
Mathematics 45 minutes per day 

Math Menu: each grade level has a math 
menu that gives the specific amount of 

activities each student needs to complete 
each day. 

Science  10 minutes per day 
 Science Choice Board- Choose one 

activity each day.   
Social Studies  10 minutes per day 

  History Labs (done across 5 days) 

Brain Breaks 5-10 minutes as needed between subjects 
(see Brain Break suggestions attached) 

Special Courses  30 minutes per day 
Free Play Activities (Physical Activities, 

Drawing/Art Project, Play a Musical 
Instrument) 

 



Writing at Home 

Write in a personal journal for 15 minutes per day. Use the prompts below or write 
about personal stories, what you have read, or write about daily experiences. 

Sample Writing Prompts 
Respond to Reading Personal Narrative Opinion/Expository 

This character reminds me 
of my self… 

Write about something 
funny that happened to you. 

Think of a person you 
consider to be a hero. 

Explain why other people 
should admire this person. 

This character reminds me 
of someone I know… 

Write about the day you got 
your first pet. 

Think about a famous 
person you would like to 
meet. Explain why you 

would like to meet him/her. 
I think the setting is 
important because 

Write about your most 
exciting day of school. 

Explain why it is important 
to eat healthy foods.  

I like/dislike this authors’ 
writing because…. 

Write about your most 
exciting moment. 

Think about what you want 
to be when you grow up. 
Explain why you think it 
would be the best job. 

As I read, I felt… Write about a difficult 
decision you had to make.  

Explain what you favorite 
thing to do after school is.  

Questions I have after 
reading are… 

Write about your best friend 
and what you have in 

common.  

What should be a 
reasonable bedtime for 

someone your age?  
The character I most 

admire is ______ because. 
Write about a time you 

completed a random act of 
kindness.  

Persuade others on why you 
should be allowed to have a 

certain pet?  
I wonder why… Write about your favorite 

vacation. 
Should children be allowed 
to eat whatever they want?  

The most important thing I 
learned about ______ is 

_______. 

Write about something 
embarrassing that 
happened to you. 

Is it better to have siblings 
or be an only child?  

If I could be one of the 
characters in the story it 
would be ________ because 

_________. 

Write about a time you had 
to deal with change.  

Would you rather receive a 
gift or give a gift?  

 
                            

   

 



Brain Breaks 

Complete at least one of the activities on the Brain Break chart below each day. 
Consider setting a goal for completing a certain number of activities in various 

categories (e.g. art, music, physical activity, etc.) each week. 
30 At-Home Brain Breaks 

5-minute break 15-minute break 30-minute break 

View GoNoodle Videos on 
YouTube 

Sidewalk Chalk Play Outside 

Jump Rope Watercolor Painting Bake a Special Sweet Treat 
(with an Adult) 

Play-Doh Sculptures Play Outside Play with Your Favorite 
Toys 

Color a Picture Ride a Bike Make a Fort out of Sheets 
and Pillows 

Dance Party to your 
Favorite Song 

Play Hide and Seek with 
Your Sibling 

Play a Card Game (Go Fish! 
Old Maid, etc.) 

Sing your Favorite Song and 
Make up Silly Dance Moves 

Build a LEGO Sculpture Play a Board Game with 
Your Sibling(s) or parent(s) 

Kid’s Yoga YouTube Video Read your Favorite Book Create and Complete a 
Nature Scavenger Hunt 

Do 5 Different Exercises for 
One-Minute Each 

Strength Challenge: Planks, 
Push-ups, Sit-ups, etc 

Make a Craft from Recycled 
Materials 

Build a Paper Airplane and 
Fly It Down the Hall or 

Outside 

Take Pictures of Nature in 
Your Front and Back Yard 

Make an Obstacle Course 
with Simple Toys and 

Complete It 

Look at Your Favorite 
Picture Book 

Take Turns Telling Silly 
Jokes with Your Sibling(s) 

or Parent(s) 

Play Dress Up 
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LOTUS BREATH 

Bring your palms together in front of your heart. Press your pinky sides together and your 

thumb sides together. Expand the rest of your fingers away from each other to resemble a 

lotus flower. Inhale, raise up your lotus flower as you straighten your arms. Exhale, release 

your hands out to the sides, keeping your arms straight. Then bring your hands back to the 

lotus flower shape, and pull it down in front of your heart again. Repeat the motion with 

your arms and hands as you breathe in and out. Follow your hands with your eyes as you 

breathe in and lift your lotus to the sky. Use the sound of your breath to remind you of your 

focus. Lotus seeds sprout in the dark, murky bottom of a pond. Lotus flowers grow up-

wards toward the light of the sun. Know that you will bloom even in the middle of a diffi-

cult  time.  

1. Teach a family member how to do Lotus Breath. How did it make them 

feel? 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Lotus Breath make YOU feel?  

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write about a time that was difficult for you. What did you learn during that 

time? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



Move and Breathe 

To Feel Focused! 

Try this movement sequence if you are feeling a little distracted or you’re 

having trouble focusing. Follow the directions and repeat the steps whenev-

er you need to feel more focused throughout the day. 

1. Circle your favorite pose. Try to teach a family member how to do it. 

2. Put an X next to the pose that was the most challenging.  

Which parts of your body did you feel working? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you feel after moving through the poses? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Lay on your back with 

knees bent and feet on the 

floor. Lift your belly to the 

sky. Take 3 deep breaths. 

On hands and knees, 

reach one arm forward 

and the opposite leg 

back. Find balance.  

On your hands and knees, 

breathe in and lift your head 

while you drop your belly. 

Breathe out and arch your back. 

Stand with feet 3 feet apart. 

Extend one arm as if you are 

holding a bow. Lift your 

thumb and stare a it.  

Bend your front knee to a 

right angle. Keep your back 

leg straight. Extend long 

through your arms.  

Straighten both legs. Reach 

one arm up to the sky and 

the other down to the 

earth. Breathe deeply.  



BUBBLE GUM BREATH 

Close your eyes and pay attention to your breath.  Swallow an imaginary 

gumball. Move your belly side to side and up and down like you have jaws 

inside of it. Imagine chewing up the gum to prepare for a large bubble. 

Slowly raise your arms up as you take a deep breath in through your nose. 

Feel your belly grow larger like a big bubble! Then POP, clap your hands on 

your thighs as you breathe out and feel your belly soften. Try it again and 

again.  

1. Teach a family member how to do bubble gum breath. How did it make 

them feel? 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Bubble Gum Breath make YOU feel?  

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. When would Bubble Gum Breath be useful? For example, I use it if I am 

stuck in a long line and I’m late for an appointment! 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Grades 4-5 Independent 
Reading Support
Student At-Home Activity Packet 3

This At-Home Activity packet includes two supports for independent reading. These supports can be 
used alongside any reading the student does.  One fiction and one non-fiction text article has 
been added for students to use if no reading materials are available at home.

The Word Learning Routine Bookmark provides a reminder of concrete steps to discover the 
meaning of unknown words and phrases.

The Reading BINGO card offers a set of activities to support independent reading. The activities 
encourage the student to share reading with others, write in response to reading, and build curiosity 
about words and topics from their reading. Each time the student reads, they can choose one 
activity and mark the square. Once they mark five in a row they will get B-I-N-G-O! 

Looking for reading materials? Here are some websites that offer fun, free, high–quality 
material for kids: 

www.starfall.com 
www.storyplace.org 
www.uniteforliteracy.com 
www.storynory.com 
www.freekidsbooks.org 
en.childrenslibrary.org

Flip to see the Grades 4-5 
Independent Reading Supports 

included in this packet!
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READING

Read a book or 
an article that 

someone in your 
home picks out for 

you. 

Find one word you 
don’t know the 
meaning of. Ask 
someone what it 
means or look up 

the definition using 
a dictionary. 

Read to someone 
who is older than 

you. 

Tell a friend, family 
member, or teacher 

about a book you 
think they would 

like, too. 

Enjoy a favorite 
snack or listen to 

your favorite music 
while you read.  

Call a friend or 
family member and 

read to them. Ask 
them to read a story 

to you, too! 

Re-read your 
favorite book. 

Make a list of three 
facts you learned 
from a nonfiction 

book or article. 

Read a fiction 
book and compare 

yourself to the main 
character. Write or 
tell someone your 

comparison. 

After reading, write 
or tell someone 

about something 
that surprised you. 

Write or tell 
someone a 

summary about 
what you learned 

from a book. 

Write down 
something you 

want to know more 
about after you 

read a book. 

Read a nonfiction 
book or article. 

After you read, 
come up with a new 
title for the book or 

article. 

Find a new or 
unique place to 

read, like outside. 

Search in a book 
to find words with 

these prefixes: mid-, 
inter-, and fore-. 

After you read a 
fiction book, write 

about how the story 
would be different 
if you changed the 

setting. 

Before you read a 
nonfiction book or 
article, brainstorm 

everything you 
know about the 

topic of the book. 

Read a book you 
have never read 

before. 

After you read, tell 
what verb tense is 

used in the book. Is 
it past, present, or 

future? 

Find the longest 
word in a book. In 

three minutes, write 
down all the words 
you can make using 

the letters in that 
word. 

After you read a 
book you enjoy, find 
out if the author has 
written other books. 
Research the author 

or ask an adult.  

Read to someone 
who is younger 

than you. 

Read a fiction story 
in the voice of your 
favorite character, 

athlete, or hero. 

Directions: Complete the activities below independently or with an adult. Do five in a row to get B-I-N-G-O!

READING

B I N G O

Free 
Space
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Say the Word or  
Phrase Aloud
•  Circle the word or phrase that 
you find confusing.

•  Read the sentence aloud.

Look Inside the  
Word or Phrase
•  Try breaking the word into 

smaller parts.
•  Look for familiar word parts, 

such as prefixes, suffixes, 
and root words.

•  Can you figure out a meaning 
from the word parts you know?

Look Around the
Word or Phrase
•  Look in nearby words or 

sentences for clues about 
meaning.

•  Think about the word or 
phrase in the context of the 
paragraph. 

Look Beyond the 
Word or Phrase

Check the Meaning 
•  Ask yourself, “Does this 

meaning make sense in the 
sentence?”

•  Look for the meaning in a 
dictionary, glossary, or 
thesaurus. 

3

1

5

2

4

 ©2017 Curriculum Associates, LLC.  
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Word Learning 
Routine

Reading

Word Learning Routine Bookmark 

Help your student learn new words while 
reading! 

As the student reads with you or independently, they 
will likely encounter unknown words or phrases. Pausing 
to focus on these words can support comprehension 
and expands the student’s vocabulary. 

• Use the Word Learning Routine to give the student
concrete ways to determine how to find the meanings
of unknown words and phrases.

• Encourage the student to record new words they
encounter on the back of the bookmark.

• Celebrate all the new words the student discovers!

Flip to see the Grade 5 fiction 
and nonfiction articles from 

ReadWorks.



The Echoing Green

The Echoing Green
by William Blake

The sun does arise,
And make happy the skies;
The merry bells ring
To welcome the Spring;

5The skylark and thrush,
The birds of the bush,
Sing louder around
To the bells' cheerful sound;
While our sports shall be seen

10On the echoing Green.

Old John, with white hair,
Does laugh away care,
Sitting under the oak,
Among the old folk.

15They laugh at our play,
And soon they all say,
"Such, such were the joys
When we all--girls and boys--
In our youth-time were seen

20On the echoing Green."

Till the little ones, weary,
No more can be merry:
The sun does descend,
And our sports have an end.

25Round the laps of their mothers
Many sisters and brothers,
Like birds in their nest,
Are ready for rest,
And sport no more seen

30On the darkening green.

ReadWorks.org



Go Outside and Play!

Go Outside and Play!
by Jennifer Kroll

Photos.com

Spending time outside can be a real kick for your 
health.

Think about how much time you spent outside last 
week. Really "outside." Walking from the car into the 
mall doesn't count. Now think about how much time 
you spent indoors-on the Internet or playing video 
games or watching TV.

"I play inside more than outside," says Casey M., of 
South Bend, Indiana. "I like to play games on the 
computer."

If you're like Casey and many other people, it's likely 
that you spent more time inside four walls than 
outside in fresh air. Kids spent two fewer hours per 
week on sports and outdoor activities in the early 
2000s than kids did in the early 1980s. That's 

according to a University of Michigan study. Sedentary (nonmoving) activities are more 
popular. Most people in the study reported spending most of their free time watching TV (85 
percent) or playing computer games (81 percent). The costs "include obesity, greater stress, 
higher rates of physical and emotional illnesses-and less joy in being alive and aware," says 
Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit 
Disorder.

Find Your Place
Are you staying inside because you need a place to go? Former open spaces have been filled 
in with buildings. All kinds of areas are off-limits to tweens and teens. "It wasn't that long ago 
that kids were free to roam sidewalks, streets, alleys, vacant lots, city parks," says Rhonda 
Clements. She's a professor of physical education at Manhattanville College in New York. 
"Students still need to have that place where they are free to go and meet friends."

Even when space is available, personal safety is an issue. "I wish I could play outside more," 
says Angela P., of New Haven, Connecticut. "I live in an apartment. There's a park down the 
street, but my mom doesn't think it's safe to go there by ourselves."

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.




Go Outside and Play!

Rae Pica, an activity specialist, says she knows that "many kids are home alone in the 
afternoons and have been [told] not to leave the house."

So what's a person to do? One answer is to make sure an adult knows how to find you. A cell 
phone can help. Another idea is to get an adult involved. "Rely on your neighborhood and 
maybe on one or two parents to get to a local park where there is ample space," says 
Clements. Most communities have organized activities and supervised recreation spaces that 
offer parents peace of mind.

The Great Outdoors
There's no doubt about it-heading outdoors is good for you. So what can you do out there?

· Explore. Take a friend along, and check out your environment on foot. Just make sure a 
responsible adult knows where you are.

· Get on wheels. Cycling, in-line skating, and skateboarding are fun ways of enjoying the 
fresh air. Be sure to strap on safety gear when you get on wheels.

· Be artistic. Grab a camera, and take photos outside. Or use sidewalk chalk to create 
colorful works of art. Pick up sticks to create boxes, sculptures, and frames.

· Spy on wildlife. What lives nearby? Search for signs of your many-legged or winged 
neighbors.

· Recapture your childhood. Remember what it was like to climb around on a jungle 
gym or swing or play Four Square? Why should little kids have all the fun? Revisit 
games you enjoyed as a little kid-playing games is a great way to relieve stress!

· Play with toys. You might find that your Frisbee-throwing, kite-flying, and Hacky Sack-
kicking skills improve as you get older and more coordinated.

· Join the club. If you are with a group of people, "your parents won't worry as much 
about safety," says author Richard Louv. You're also likely to make new friends. 
Possibilities might include a Scout organization, YMCA, 4-H, or sports club or team. 
Many communities offer outdoor programs too.

· Just hang out. Chat with friends, kick around a ball, whatever you feel like doing-hey, 
it's your outdoors!

Why Play? Why Outside?
"I do soccer, so I'm outside a lot," says Jacob C. of Nashua, New Hampshire. "Sometimes, 

ReadWorks.org
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Go Outside and Play!

though, I wish I had more time to play outside."

Playing is important, even for adults. Goofing around relieves stress and lets us feel free and 
creative. And playing outside is especially good. Just being exposed to the great outdoors 
does wonders. "Outside light is ... vital to the immune system and simply makes us feel 
happier," Pica says.

Here are four great reasons to get outside and play.

1. Outdoor activity expands your senses. Try this: If you have a computer, the next time 
you sit down to use it, take note of your senses during and after your session. Then take note 
of your senses after you've done something outside. Which makes you feel better?

Being outdoors brings the senses to life. In fact, 75 percent of students polled by Weekly 
Reader said they felt better after spending time outside. "Hiking, exploring, and fishing help 
hone all of your senses," says Betsy Keller. She's a professor of exercise and sports sciences 
at Ithaca College in New York. "Smell, sight ... [they're] all engaged when you're outside."

Bonus! With your senses engaged, you'll feel free and more creative. Clements reports that in 
a park near her home, young people turned a concrete slab into their own outdoor theater.

2. Playing outside helps your body. Want to get fit? Go outside! "The outdoors is the best 
place for [you] to practice and master physical skills and to experience the pure joy of 
movement," says Pica.

You've probably heard teachers and others tell you that getting 30 minutes of exercise a day 
or walking 10,000 steps helps you stay fit. "We've emphasized physical activity levels and not 
focused on the fun aspect," Keller admits. But if you're having fun, you're more likely to stick 
with it, and being outside offers special fun and fitness. When playing outside, says Keller, 
"the terrain varies. You can be on stairs, hills, walls, play equipment. It challenges your 
balance, coordination, and stamina. Playing on a flat floor doesn't always do that."

Time spent outdoors pays off later too. It helps keep your body's clock on track so that you 
sleep better at night and feel less sleepy during the day.

3. Outdoor play eases your mind. Are you stressed out? Having trouble concentrating? Too 
much time indoors-away from the natural world-may be a cause. Louv uses a term to 
describe the set of problems caused by too much time indoors: nature-deficit disorder. "I use 
it not as a medical diagnosis," he says. "I use it to describe the price we pay for being so 
separated from nature."

ReadWorks.org
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Go Outside and Play!

Exposure to nature has been shown to lower stress levels and ease symptoms of attention 
deficit disorder. "By comparison," says Louv, "activities indoors, such as watching TV, or 
activities in paved, non-green areas leave kids [with ADD symptoms] worse off."

4. Spending time outdoors brings you closer to the environment. Hearing the leaves 
crackle underfoot and breathing in fresh air build awareness and appreciation of the 
environment. If you walk through the woods in search of cool birds and plants, you may find 
your mind expanding.

No woods nearby? You don't need a huge park to enjoy nature's benefits. Nature can be as 
close as your own backyard or that clump of trees at the end of the street. There are bits of 
nature everywhere-even in cities. "Some naturalists call that 'nearby nature,'" Louv says. 
"It's a great way to experience a piece of the natural world without wandering too far from 
home."

So the next time you sit down to spend quality time with a TV, consider treating yourself to a 
little outdoor play instead. It's not called the great outdoors for nothing.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.




Reduce Waste

Reduce Waste
This text is from the National Institute of Environment Health Sciences site.

Reduce/Reduction: to make something smaller or use less, resulting in a smaller amount of 
waste.

"Source reduction" is reducing waste before you purchase it, or by purchasing products that 
are not wasteful in their packaging or use.

A key part of waste "reduction" is "conservation"-using natural resources wisely, and using 
less than usual in order avoid waste.

You can practice reduction by selecting products that do not have to be added to landfills or 
the waste stream in general. This is really easy to do...

ReadWorks.org
This article from the National Institute of Environment Health Sciences has no known copyright restrictions.




Reduce Waste

· First and foremost, buy and use less! If all the other people on the Earth used as 
much "stuff" as we do in the United States, there would need to be three to five times 
more space just to hold and sustain everybody.... WOW! So buy only what you need and 
use all of what you buy. Or make sure that when you are through with something, you 
pass it along to other people who can continue to put it to good use. This is especially 
important when it comes things that can be dangerous to our environment, such as paint 
and chemicals.

· Start making wise "package" selections. Why is it important to consider how 
something is packaged when you consider what to buy? You can reduce waste by 
selecting products that are not wasteful in their packaging. Flashy and fun packaging 
costs more, usually adds little or no value to the product, and (worst of all!) can do 
considerable harm to our environment by creating more waste or waste disposal 
difficulties. Keep the following package-related tips in mind no matter what you are 
buying:
	

· Precycle by purchasing products in materials/packaging that can be readily 
recycled. So whenever you have a choice, put plain and recyclable packages high 
on your list to reduce packaging waste in our environment.

· Avoid single-serve containers. You can buy juice or water in large recyclable bottles or 
cans and then divide it up in reusable, washable containers as you need it at home or to 
take with you. And if you want to take juice or water with you on your bike rides or to the 
gym, just take it along in your own reusable sports bottle.

· Before you buy bottled water, first find out if you really even need bottled water. 
City water (and clean well water) is usually just as healthy, much cheaper, and may even 
be safer than bottled water products.

· Refuse store bags! When you buy one or two items at a store, carry them out in your 
hands; or take a reusable bag with you to carry the items you buy. And don't forget to 
take your old plastic and paper bags back to the grocery store for reuse or recycling. 
Most grocery stores have convenient paper and plastic recycling bins located near the 
entrance.

Hints for parents
Think BIG! Buying in "bulk" (a large amount that is not divided into separate containers) gives 
you the best "product to package" ratio. Many stores allow shoppers to scoop out the amount 
they need of bulk goods like nuts or coffee. This considerably reduces waste and packaging 

ReadWorks.org
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Reduce Waste

materials. Or you can buy in bulk by selecting bigger quantities in a single box or package-
for example, buy the largest box of toothpaste, dishwasher detergent, or cereal, rather than a 
series of small boxes. This not only reduces the waste (from having to throw out the old 
containers) but it will also save you money. Packaging is expensive, so buying in larger 
volumes reduces the unit cost.

Buy concentrates rather than diluted products-the result is less waste for disposal when it is 
empty.

Use durable goods longer. Durable goods are sturdy things like furniture or household 
appliances that can (and should) be used for many years. You can save money and reduce 
waste by keeping these items longer and repairing them when they break, rather than buying 
new ones.

Use durable items rather than disposable items whenever possible. For example, select 
reusable razors rather than the disposable one that you can only use a few times and then 
have to throw away.

Say NO to junk mail! Call toll-free numbers in unwanted catalogs and ask to be removed from 
mailing lists. Whenever possible, use the Internet to obtain (and pay) bills, news, catalogs, 
stock reports and other information that usually comes to your house in a paper format. 
Reducing paper reduces waste.

Start a garden. Food that you grow yourself does not have to be "processed" or "packaged", 
and no fossil fuels are needed to get it to the store and then to your house.

Start a compost or vermiculture bin to transform your household garbage (food wastes, coffee 
grounds, etc.), into a rich earth-like material that can be added to a garden to help plants 
grow. Grass, leaves, paper, and some other types of food can naturally decay and turn into 
compost, and that compost can then be put to good use in your garden. Replace lawns with 
mulched gardens that are just as pretty, but are better for our environment.

ReadWorks.org
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Most lessons can be completed independently. However, there are some 
lessons that would benefit from the support of an adult. If there is not an 
adult available to help, don’t worry! Just skip those lessons.

Encourage the student to do the best they can with this content. The  
most important thing is that they continue to work on their writing and 
language skills.

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Grade 5  
Writing and Language
Student At-Home Activity Packet 3

This At-Home Activity Packet is organized as a series of journal entries. Each 
entry has two parts. In part 1, the student writes in response to a prompt. In 
part 2, the student completes a Language Handbook lesson and practices 
the skill in the context of their writing from part 1. We recommend that the 
student completes one part each day.

Directions for this packet:
Part 1:
• Read the writing prompt.
• If needed, use the sentence frames to help

you get started writing.

Part 2:
• Complete Guided Practice.
• Complete Independent Practice.
• Complete the Try It prompt.

Flip to see the 
Grade 5 Writing 

and Language 
activities included 

in this packet!
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Think of three places in the world you would love to visit one day. Write to tell 
what those places are and why you’d like to go there.

Journal Entry 6 PART 1

I would like to visit ….

Monday
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 8 Punctuating Items in a Series

Punctuating Items in 
a Series

Lesson 8

 Use a comma (,) to separate three or more items in a series, or list. 
Place a comma after each item in the series except the last one.

• Use commas when you list three or more words in a series.

Many murals decorate buildings in Philadelphia, Chicago, and Boston.

• Use commas when you list three or more phrases in a series.

People paint murals on buildings, in tunnels, and even along roadsides.

• Use commas when you list three or more clauses in a series.

You might see a mural when visiting a museum, driving on a highway, or
walking around your neighborhood.

Without commas, the items in these lists would run together, making the sentences unclear.

Introduction

Cities around the country are changing. Faded boards dull 

concrete and old bricks are coming to life. Communities are turning 

the walls of their buildings roads and bridges into colorful murals. 

Painters might show local scenes honor a hero or celebrate a culture. 

Murals can also be great projects for schools. They encourage 

teamwork school spirit and creativity. What would you paint? Your 

mural could inspire people to recycle be a volunteer or cheer for 

a team.

   Read the passage. Then add commas where they are needed.Guided Practice

HINT When you
use commas to 
separate items in 
a series, put a  
comma before the 
conjunction and or or. 
Do not put a comma 
after the conjunction.

PART 2

Tuesday
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Independent Practice

Language Handbook Lesson 8 Punctuating Items in a Series

1  Read this sentence. Then answer  
the question.

 Three famous artists who painted murals 
were Rivera Orozco and Siquieros.

What is the correct position of commas in 
the underlined section of the sentence?

A Rivera Orozco, and Siquieros 

B Rivera, Orozco, and Siquieros 

C Rivera Orozco, and, Siquieros 

D Rivera, Orozco and, Siquieros

2  Read this sentence. Then answer  
the question. 

 They painted murals to educate inspire 
and unite people across Mexico.

What is the correct position of commas in 
the underlined section of the sentence?

A educate inspire, and, unite people 

B educate inspire and unite people

C educate, inspire, and unite people

D educate, inspire, and unite, people

3 Read this sentence. Then answer  
the question.

 Siquieros sprayed paint used bold 
lines and splattered colors.

What is the correct position of commas 
in the underlined section of the 
sentence?

A sprayed paint, used bold lines, and

B sprayed, paint used bold lines, and

C sprayed, paint used bold, lines, and

D sprayed paint, used bold lines and,

4  Read this sentence. Then answer  
the question.

 You can see murals painted by  
Rivera in San Francisco Detroit and 
Mexico City.

What is the correct position of commas 
in the underlined section of the 
sentence?

A San Francisco, Detroit, and,  
Mexico City

B San Francisco, Detroit and  
Mexico, City

C San Francisco Detroit, and,  
Mexico City

D San Francisco, Detroit, and  
Mexico City

For numbers 1–4, answer the questions.

Try It Reread what you wrote in Part 1.
When you listed places or reasons, be sure you 
used commas correctly. Fix any errors.

PART 2

Tuesday
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Imagine you walk into school one day and a sign is hanging in the window that 
says, “Due to the events yesterday, there will no longer be cookies allowed at 
school.” Write a fiction story to tell what happened yesterday to make this sign 
necessary.

Journal Entry 7 PART 1

Wednesday
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 14 Varieties of English: Dialect and Register

Varieties of English: Dialect 
and Register

Lesson 14

There are many ways to speak English. You speak informally with your 
friends but formally to your principal. You use words common to the time and place in which 
you live. Fiction writers often make their characters speak different varieties of English.

• Dialect is how a group in a specific place and time speaks. Below, a young man tells his
story in dialect. He uses language spoken in towns along the Mississippi River in the 1800s.

Dialect Standard English
“You don’t know about me without you 
have read a book by the name of The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer; but that ain’t 
no matter.”

“You wouldn’t know about me unless 
you’ve read a book called The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer, but that’s all right.”

• Register is how people speak in different situations. When you talk to a friend, you
probably use the informal language of everyday speech. When you give an oral report,
however, you are more careful about the language you use. Your language is formal.

Informal Formal

“This experiment is so messed up. We 
don’t know what’s up!”

“We’re having trouble with this 
experiment. We can’t figure it out!”

Introduction

“Okay, dude. You gotta get your head in the game,” Scott said.

“I hear they got a pretty heavy guy pitching today. And there ain’t 

no ties—only one team can win,” Jason answered.

“You’re not worried, are you? You’re an ace hitter!” said Scott.

“I ain’t scared, dude,” Jason mumbled. “I just need to chill.”

   With a partner, read aloud the conversation below. Then, on 
a separate piece of paper, rewrite the dialogue as if it were a formal 
discussion between Jason and his coach. 

Guided Practice

HINT Informal
language includes 
slang terms such as 
dude, ace, and ain’t. 
As you read, 
underline any slang 
you need to change 
for a more formal 
dialogue.

PART 2

Thursday
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Independent Practice
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Language Handbook Lesson 14 Varieties of English: Dialect and Register

1  Ben: Hello, old chap, you got to work today, hey? 
Tom: Why, it’s you Ben! I warn’t noticing.

2  Ben:  Say, I’m going in a-swimming, I am. Don’t you wish you could? But of course you’d 
druther work—wouldn’t you? Course you would!

3  Tom: What do you call work? 
Ben: Why, ain’t that work? 
Tom: Well, maybe it is and maybe it ain’t. All I know is, it suits Tom Sawyer.

4  Ben: Oh come on, now, you don’t mean to let on that you like it? 
Tom:  Like it? Why I don’t see why I oughtn’t to like it. Does a boy get a chance to whitewash 

a fence every day?

This dialogue from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is written in dialect. Tom is whitewashing a fence 
when his friend Ben Rogers comes along. Rewrite this dialogue as if two friends were talking today.

Try It Look back at your story from Part 1. Add in dialogue that is informal
and some that is formal. 

PART 2

Thursday
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We all have hobbies that we enjoy. Think of one of your hobbies that you’re 
really good at doing. Write a beginner’s guide to your hobby. Include things like 
materials needed, step-by-step instructions, and the amount of time needed to 
complete the project.

Journal Entry 8 PART 1

A Beginner’s Guide 
to _ . 

Friday



 
Section 3 

 

 

 
Mathematics 

 
 
 



Directions: Each of the activities below is assigned a point value. Each day,  

students may choose activities to complete that will total 5 points.   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Day: 

     Tasks  

Completed: 

Track Your Progress: 

Point Value Activity: 

1  Practice for 10 minutes using your  

multiplication subitizing cards  

2  One “Convince Me That…” Task  

 One “Visual Pattern” Task 

 One “Tiled Area” Task  

 Measuring Volume 

3  

 Roll and Compare Decimals  

 Operation Target Game 

 Corn Shucks Game 

 



Each task is worth 2 points. 
Use a separate sheet of paper. Pick a task below and prove it correct. Use pictures, numbers, and/or words 

to show why it is true.  



Task 1 

Task 2 

Task 3 

Each task is worth 2 points. 
On a separate sheet of paper draw the next image in the pattern. What is the area? What is the perimeter 

Write an equation to represent how you figured out the pattern.  



   

   

Each  set is worth 5 points. 

Directions: Choose one set below.  You will see wholes and parts of wholes (fractions).  Label the parts of 

your set and write equations to solve. Use the picture above as an example of different ways you can solve. 

   

   

   

   

Se
t 

1
 

Se
t 

2
 

Se
t 

3
 



Measur:ing Volume 

Materia Is: ru te r. dlffere nt s �edl boxes ( e.g1. Us sue boxes. s ho,e boxes. 1c,ere,al box,es) 

1 .. Find thr,ee different b10J<!es that are r,ectang1ular prisms. 

2. Estimate th,e V 1olum,e 1of each b10X. Arran 1g:e the b 1ox,es fr1om l,easl to 
,g1r,eatest v,olume. 

3 .. M,easure the dimensi 1ons 1of ,each bo.x t 10 the n ,earest centim,eter. 

4 .. Calculate th,e v 1olum,e 10f ,each box in cubic units using1 the formula 
V = I X W X h 10r V = b X h. 

5. C,ompar,e y,our ,estimat,ed v,olum,es t,o the actual measur,es.

!",\4,1U1T Clil i:11 n flff c:r,,;iuroo, CDTI 

This task is worth 2 points. 



May	be	photocopied	 for	classroom	use.	©	2016	by	Joan	Petti	Tellish,	Susan	O’Connell,	and	John	SanGiovanni	from	Math	in	Practice:	Teaching	Fifth-Grade	
Math.	Portsmouth,	NH:	Heinemann.	

Roll and Compare Decimals 

1. Take turns rolling a die and placing the digit rolled in one of the decimal places.
2. After three rolls each, compare your decimals to see which has the greater value.
3. Write > or < or = to show the comparison.
4. The player who wins the most rounds wins the game.

Round Player 1 Compare 
(write > or < or =) Player 2 

1 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

2 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

3 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

4 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

5 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

6 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

7 0   . _____  _____  _____ 0   . _____  _____  _____ 

This task is worth 3 points. 



Number and Operations in Base Ten  •  5.NBT.3 GRADE 5  •  BUILDING CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING & FLUENCY THROUGH GAMES

Corn Shucks
Building Fluency: compare decimals to thousands

Materials: recording sheet, digit cards (or 0-9 die)

Number of Players: 2-4

Directions: 
1.  The first player selects 6 digit cards and makes the largest possible six-digit number with those digits using a decimal.

Example: cards show these digits: 6, 4, 3, 3, 2, 1, this order makes the largest possible number for those digits.
2. The player writes that number on line 1.
3. The second player selects 6 digit cards and makes the smallest possible number for those digits.
4. The player writes that number on line 10.
5.  The next player selects 6 digit cards and must make a number that falls between the other two. They can choose any line

to place that number on.
6.  The next player selects 6 digit cards and makes a number using those digits that could be placed on an empty line

between any two existing numbers.
7.  Game continues until a number is correctly placed on each line. (All 10 lines contain a number and they are in the correct

order), OR players cannot place a number correctly on any of the empty lines.

Variation/Extension: Once students understand the game they can create their own recording sheet in their math notebook.
Teacher can modify this game by changing the number of digits or number of lines. 

  1 _______________________________________

  2 _______________________________________

  3 _______________________________________

  4 _______________________________________

  5 _______________________________________

  6 _______________________________________

  7 _______________________________________

  8 _______________________________________

  9 _______________________________________

10 _______________________________________

This task is worth 3 points. 



Digit Cards GRADE 5  •  BUILDING CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING & FLUENCY THROUGH GAMES

0 1 2 3

4 5 6 7

8 9 0 1

2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9

0 1 2 3

4 5 6 7

8 9





Operations and Algebraic Thinking  •  5. OA.1 GRADE 5  •  BUILDING CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING & FLUENCY THROUGH GAMES

Operation Target
Building Fluency: creating equations and the use of parentheses.

Materials: digit cards (0-9) and a recording sheet per player

Number of Players: 2

Directions:  
1. The cards are shuffled and placed face down in a stack.
2. The first player draws three cards.
3.  The player decides how to arrange the three numbers and which operations to use to achieve a score equal to or as close

the “target number” as possible for Round One.
4. The player then records the number sentence, using parentheses if necessary, in the space provided on their recording sheet
5. The numbers are written in the triangles and the chosen operations in the circles.
6. The player records the answer in the space provided and the difference in the “How Close?” column.
7. The cards are discarded to one side. These are reshuffled and used again if needed.
8. The other player has a turn.
9. The player who is closer to the target at the end of a round is the winner. This is indicated with a check mark.

10. If a round ends in a tie, both players record a win for that round.
11. The player who wins the greater number of rounds is the overall winner.

Variation/Extension: Students can use number tiles or dice (0-9). Students can make shorter or longer equations. Once students 
understand how this game works they can record the equation in their math notebook instead of using recording sheet. 

= NUMBER = OPERATION   * USE PARENTHESES IF NECESSARY

        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?

1

2

3

4

5

        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?

1

2

3

4

5

        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?

1
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5

        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?

1

2

3

4

5

        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?

1

2

3

4

5

        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?

1

2

3

4

5

This task is worth 3 points.
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        Round           Number Sentence             Target         How Close?
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Science Choice Board 
Each day, choose one of the activities below.  Cross off the activity after you are done. 

 

Do page 337. 
Complete the activity 

on this page. 

Play Simon Says with 
your family.  Be 

creative and think of 
different body 

parts/organs (like 
heart, lungs, or brain). 

Write a letter to your 
teacher.  Tell about 

your favorite science 
activity you are doing 

at home. 

Choose a habitat.  
Make a model of the 
habitat.  Remember 
to include living and 

nonliving things. 

 

Read page 339.  
Complete the activity 

on this page. 

Draw 5 science tools.  
Write to tell more 

about how they are 
used.  

Find an interesting object 
in your house or yard.  

Make observations and 
draw a detailed picture 

of the object.  Label your 
picture. 

 
 
 
 
 

Go outside.  Try to 
find all the items on 

the attached 
scavenger hunt. 

 

Read page 304. 
Complete the activity 

on this page. 

 



 

Science Scavenger Hunt 

 
� A spiderweb 
� Something man-made 
� Something yellow  
� Something fuzzy 
� Something that smells good 
� Something that feels cold 
� Something shaped like a heart 
� A flying insect 
� Something translucent (let’s light 

through) 
� A piece of bark 
� A cloud shaped like a living thing 
� Something that is an animal’s home 
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Social Studies 
 



A Guided Journey Through

The Sunshine State



Hi!
My name is Morgan
and I am going on a 

journey through
Florida!

Along the way,
I may need some help

finding hidden symbols and
learning cool facts.
Wil l you help me?

What’s your name?

My Name is...



Write how many counties
there are in Florida. If you don’t know,

you can ask an adult for help!

We are going to visit Pensacola,
Apalachicola, Tal lahassee, St. Augustine, 

Cape Canaveral, Tampa, Fort Myers, the Everglades,
and the Florida Keys!

There are...

...Counties!

Count the Counties



Our first stop is Pensacola in northwest Florida.
Pensacola was the capital of West Florida

when it was a territory.

The Pensacola
l ighthouse helps explorers

on boats see how close or far
they are from the shore.

Wil l you help me
finish coloring this scene

of Pensacola?

Painting
Pensacola



Next, we wil l pass
through Apalachicola!

Did you know that
one of Florida’s most
famous inventors was

from Apalachicola?

How to Make
ICE CREAM

In 1851, Dr. John Gorrie invented
a machine that could make ice.
H is invention led to the creation
of the air conditioner.
Dr. John Gorrie’s invention can
help us do al l kinds of cool things,
l ike make ice cream! Here’s how
to make your own ice cream.
Be sure to ask an adult for help!

Ice Cream in Apalachicola



I live             miles from Tallahassee!

Use a ruler
to see how far you

l ive from Tal lahassee.
Then use the scale on the

bottom of the map
to figure out the 
distance in miles.

0 50 miles 100 miles

Did you know...
Tal lahassee was chosen as the capital

of Florida in 1824 because it was the halfway
point between Pensacola and

St. Augustine.

So what’s the difference between
Capital and Capitol?

Capital: The government headquarters of a state.
Capitol: A building that houses a government’s
              legislative branch.

Mapping Out Florida
Tallahassee, The Capital of Florida!



Spot the Difference
Circle the 10 differences in the pictures below of our H istoric Capitol.



JUDICIAL
LE

GI
SL

AT
IVE

E
XECU

TIVE
JUDICIAL

LE
GI
SL

AT
IVE

E
XECU

TIVE
Can you match

the words l isted with
the correct branch of 

government?

3 Branches of Government

Governor – the person who
manages the executive branch
of state government.

Senator – one of 40 people
elected to help write legislation
(laws) in the Florida Senate.

Representative – one of 120 
people elected to help write 
legislation in the Florida House
of Representatives.

Speaker of the House – the leader of the Florida House of Representatives.

Chief Financial O� icer – the state executive who oversees Florida’s accounting and
monitors state funds.

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court – the head judge of the Florida Supreme Court.

Circuit Court Judge – a judge that is elected by Florida citizens in a district.



START

FINISH

The laws of Florida are
written and passed in Tal lahassee.

The pathway for an idea to become a
law can be very complicated.
Wil l you help me pass my Bil l?

Tallahassee Maze Running

Now let’s travel to...
You did it!



Did you know...
St. Augustine was the capital of East Florida when

it was just a territory.
St. Augustine is the oldest city in America! It was founded in 

1565 by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, a Spanish explorer.

St. Augustine and the East Coast Railway

One of Florida’s most
important pioneers was Henry Flagler, who

l ived in St. Augustine! Henry Flagler created the
Florida East Coast Railway, which was the first

railroad to connect Florida to the rest of the U.S.
Can you help me finish coloring the train?



Juan Ponce de León named our state
“La Florida” based on what he saw when he arrived

in 1513. Can you use the code below to
find the meaning?

St. Augustine and Decoding Messages

A B C D E

F G H I J

K L M N O

P Q R S T

U V W X Y Z

__  __         __  __  __  __  __  __  __         __  __  __  __  __

__  __  __  __         __  __         __  __  __  __  __  __  __



Cape Canaveral Trivia

Lorem ipsum

Cape Canaveral is part of Florida’s
“Space Coast.” It has been home to
many rocket and shuttle launches

in the U.S., with the first
launch taking place

back in 1950!

Did you know
that moonstone is
the state gem of

Florida?

Cape Canaveral Trivia



Mission Control needs your help to unscramble the words
below before their next shuttle launch. Can you help them?

Great job! As they prepare to explore space, let’s continue on our journey!

rtsa ________________

nltape ______________

hlunca ______________

isoismn _____________

krocte ______________

lyxaga ______________

vrgiayt ______________

uttsornaa ___________

Cape Canaveral Unscramble



Arr!
It looks l ike this

pirate ship is not
complete! Wil l you help
connect the dots so 
this pirate ship can

set sail?

Tampa has been the home of
the Gasparil la Pirate Festival
for over 100 years!
The festival includes one of
the largest parades in the
U.S. and there’s even a
children’s parade!
Arr! Doesn’t that
sound l ike fun?

Tampa Connecting the Dots



Henry Ford

Thomas Edison

Edison Lightbulb

Model T Ford

The next stop on our journey is Fort Myers,
which is a major tourist destination!

Great work!
Next on the agenda is...

Did you know
that Henry Ford and
Thomas Edison, 2 of

America’s most famous
inventors, were neighbors

in Fort Myers?

Can you
fol low the path

of the inventor to
their invention?

Fort Myers Matching



The Everglades is a unique and complex habitat made up of
swamps, tropical hardwood hammocks, and marine l ife.

Blue 1

3

2

4 5

1

1

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3
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2

2

2
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2

2

2

2
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4

4

4

4

4 4

4

4

5

5

5

5

Green

Brown

Yellow Pink

Did you know
that Everglades National

Park is the 3rd largest park
in the U.S.? It is visited
by over 1 mil l ion people

every year!

Can you color
al l of the wildwife
in the Everglades

by number?

Everglades Color by Number



The last stop on our journey is The Keys!
Let’s see how much you know about the Florida Keys.

Use the word bank below to fil l in the blanks.

WORD BANK

archipelago

southernmost

The Florida Keys are made up of about               islands.

The land formation that makes The Keys is called an                        ,
which is a collection of islands.

The largest island in The Keys is                  .

Key West is the                           part of Florida.

The longest bridge connecting The Keys is called the                         .

The                        is a species of deer that can only be
found in The Keys.

Key West

Seven Mile Bridge

1,700

Key Deer

Florida Keys Fill in the Blank



What was your favorite part of Florida that we explored?

Wow, you sure are a good explorer!

What is 1 cool fact you learned?

Try the Word Search below to see if you remember al l of the people,
places, and things we discovered on our journey!

Manatee
Al l igator

Moonstone
Legislator

Edison

Capitol
Capital
Pirate

Inventor
Florida

Representative
Secretary

Gorrie
Archipelago

Mission Control
Gasparil la
Governor

Flagler

Executive
Judicial

Legislative
Lighthouse



Check here to see if you answered
all of the questions correctly.
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E
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TIVE

67

L A F L O R I D A M E A N S

L A N D O F F L O W E R S

star
planet
launch
mission

rocket
galaxy
gravity

astronaut

1,700

archipelago

Key West

Key Deer

southernmost

Seven Mile Bridge

Governor
Chief Financial O�cer

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

Senator
Representative

Speaker of the House

Circuit Court Judge
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